December 22, 2025

President/CEO Jamey Higham
Idaho Potato Commission
661 South Rivershore Lane, Suite 230
Eagle, ID 83616
Re: Petition to Amend IDAPA 29.01.02.104.02 – Variety Labeling Requirements
President Higham and Commissioners:
Thank you again for giving me a few minutes at your October 22 meeting to share some thoughts about Idaho’s variety labeling requirements. I appreciate the work each of you do and the time you give to growers like me who care deeply about the industry.
I am writing to formally petition the Idaho Potato Commission, pursuant to Idaho Code § 67-5230, to amend IDAPA 29.01.02.104.02 by removing the mandatory variety labeling requirement for all Idaho potatoes. This includes both colored varieties—such as reds, yellows, and organics—and russet varieties. For russets specifically, I also request that the Commission allow a unified label, “Idaho Russet,” to replace the current requirement for variety-specific designations such as Russet Burbank or Russet Norkotah.
The Current Rule No Longer Fits How the Industry Operates
When the current rule was created decades ago, the goal was to help distinguish a couple of russet varieties for certain buyers. Over time, the industry has changed, markets have changed, and production practices have changed, but the rule has stayed the same—even though buyer preferences have shifted.  Today, russets are universally purchased by general type—‘Idaho Russet’—not by variety name. Non-russet varieties—reds, yellows, organics, and others—are also purchased by general type, not by specific varietal identity. In practice, the mandatory labeling requirement doesn’t match how potatoes are bought and sold.
The Rule Creates Unnecessary Cost and Operational Burdens
Because Idaho is one of the only states with these requirements, our shippers and growers carry costs that our competitors do not. Examples of such costs include:
· Keeping multiple packaging inventories for different varieties
· Changing printing plates, tags, or labels when switching lots
· Relying on variances to get through normal operations
These challenges do not improve quality or transparency—they simply make Idaho product more expensive to handle.
A Simplified Labeling System Would Help Idaho Stay Competitive
Removing mandatory variety labeling would give growers and shippers more flexibility and reduce unnecessary expenses. It would also make it easier to introduce and transition into new varieties without the fear that a single issue or defect will permanently damage that variety’s reputation.
Unifying russets under a single descriptor, “Idaho Russet,” would strengthen Idaho’s brand and reflect what customers already expect when they purchase Idaho potatoes. 
I understand that some have expressed concerns that removing variety labeling could weaken Idaho’s reputation for quality. However, the quality of potatoes shipped from Idaho has never depended on a variety label. If a shipper were to send poor quality, a labeling requirement would not prevent that outcome. Our industry already has strong, natural checks and balances. If you ship poor-quality potatoes, customers simply buy from someone else. 
Importantly, this petition would not prevent any shipper from voluntarily listing a specific variety if they feel it adds value. It simply removes the mandate.
Recommended Rule Change
I respectfully ask the Commission to consider rulemaking that would:
· Remove the mandatory variety labeling requirement for all Idaho Potatoes, including colored varieties (e.g., red, yellow, and organic); and
· Permit a unified labeling option for russet potatoes, allowing them to be labeled broadly as “Idaho Russet.”
Growers and shippers who wish to include the specific variety name (e.g., Russet Burbank) should retain the flexibility to do so voluntarily.
Conclusion
My goal is simple: help Idaho stay competitive, reduce unnecessary costs, and modernize a rule that has outlived its original purpose. I believe this change would benefit growers, shippers, and the entire Idaho potato brand.
Thank you for considering this request. I appreciate your time and your service to our industry, and I am happy to participate in any further discussions as needed.
Respectfully,
Ryan Moss
Idaho Potato Grower
Rupert, Idaho
208.300.0010
